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Table 14.3   Ten largest U.S. metropolitan statistical areas, 2010

Metropolitan Area Population in Millions 

New York City–northern New Jersey–Long Island [NY-NJ] 18,897

Los Angeles–Long Beach–Santa Ana [CA] 12,829

Chicago–Naperville–Joliet [IL-IN-WI] 9,461

Dallas–Ft. Worth–Arlington [TX] 6,372

Philadelphia–Camden–Wilmington [PA-NJ-DE-MD] 5,965

Houston–Sugar Land–Baytown [TX] 5,947

Washington–Arlington–Alexandria [DC-VA-MD-WV] 5,582

Miami–Ft. Lauderdale–Pompano Beach [FL] 5,565

Atlanta–Sandy Springs–Marietta [GA] 5,269

Boston–Cambridge–Quincy [MA-NH] 4,552

SOURCE: U.S. Census Bureau 2012c.

(U.S. Census Bureau 2012a). The largest area was New York City–northern New 
Jersey–Long Island, with 1,889,700 people. A complete list of the 10 largest met-
ropolitan statistical areas is presented in Table 14.3. The New York–Newark area 
remains one of the world’s largest megacities (10 million residents or more). Refer to 
Table 14.4 for the complete list of megacities.

POPULATION GROWTH AND COMPOSITION
Changes in the fertility, mortality, and migration rates of a population affect its com-
position and its biological and social characteristics. For example, age distribution, 
the distribution of individuals by age, is particularly important because it provides 
a community with some direction in its social and economic planning, assessing its 
education, health, housing, and employment needs. For example, the driving behav-
ior of the members of the Millennial generation (those born between 1983 and 
2000) may change the future of transportation (U.S. PIRG Education Fund 2013). 
Millennials are the first generation to embrace mobile Internet technologies, which 
is changing the way young Americans relate to each other, but also changing the 
way they choose to live. They drive less than older generations and are more likely 
to adopt non-driving forms of transportation. In comparison with Baby Boomers 
and Generation X’ers, Millennials are twice as likely to express a desire to live in a 
walkable urban area (U.S. PIRG Education Fund 2013).
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